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2015 was the year I 
learned more about 
beef than I will ever 
need to know! I took my 
granddaughter to her 
first puppet show, spent 
a fabulous evening with 
Bay Area authors, par-
ticipated in a play read-
ing, worked with a 3-D 

printer, attended a lecture about Ansel Adams 
and enjoyed many cups of coffee with friends – 
all at the Walnut Creek Library. Yes, the library is 
so much more than stacks of books, it is a place 
of entertainment, hospitality and learning.

to support them remains constant. The Walnut 
Creek Library Foundation helps to enrich the 
experience at our libraries with special programs, 
materials, equipment and activities. We couldn’t 
do it without you. Thank you to our many donors 
and advocates for your continuing support. You 
are doing fine work for a grateful community.

President, Walnut Creek Library Foundation

Our libraries are very special places in our com-
munity and they’re doing things in ways that are 
different from what we might remember or what 
people might expect. At the Walnut Creek librar-
ies, you can attend concerts, see art films, speed 
date, attend poetry readings, learn gardening 
tips, learn to knit, or sing to your new baby.

Industrialist Andrew Carnegie was perhaps the 
greatest supporter of American libraries. He built 
more than 1500 of them in small towns and big 
cities across America. He once said, “As I grow 
older, I pay less attention to what men say. I just 
watch what they do.”  While what we do in our 
libraries is continually changing, what we do “The library is so much more 

than stacks of books”
Whenever I move into 
a new city, one of the 
first things I do is get my 
library card, and it was no 
different when our family 
moved to Walnut Creek 
over three years ago. 
When I went downtown 
to our library, I was 
struck by the beautiful, 

accessible building and its central location in 
the heart of Walnut Creek. To me, the library 
represents becoming rooted because it is where 

all aspects of the community converge, where 
people of all ages, ethnicities, and socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds are drawn in by the books, 
programs, meeting spaces, computers, or simply 
a refreshing respite from a hot summer day or a 
wet winter one. I never dreamed I would become 
Executive Director of the Walnut Creek Library 
Foundation, but I feel wonderfully privileged to 
support such an important community resource. 

Of course one of the main services of a library is 
making the world of books available to all, and I 
LOVE books. 

I see a reinforcing dynamic between our books 
and our library programs toward a goal of 
expanding our minds and world view. In our 
quickly changing world, adapting while keeping 
our sense of ourselves and our community is so 
critical. The Foundation is here to do just that.  
Thanks to your ongoing support, we can continue 
that vital mission. 

Executive Director, 
Walnut Creek Library Foundation



“Yes, we even brought in a      
 professional butcher to     
 show us how a whole steer   
 is broken down . . .”

One City One Book participants joined a panel 
discussion with local restauranteurs (from left) 
Kevin Weinberg (Walnut Creek Yacht Club) 
Paramita Roy (Kanishka’s Gastropub) and  
Claudio Ricciolini (54 Mint Il Forno)

Born into poverty in Ethiopia 
and orphaned as a young boy, 
Marcus Samuelsson was ad-
opted by a Swedish family and 

raised in Scandinavia. He grew up to become 
one of America’s top celebrity chefs and restau-
ranteurs and a passionate advocate for equal 
opportunity. A winner of the prestigious James 
Beard Award and proprietor of the popular 
Red Rooster restaurant in Harlem, Samuelsson 
cooked for President Barak Obama’s first state 
dinner. “A hundred years ago,” he says, “black 
men and women had to fight to get out of the 
kitchen. These days, we have to fight to get in.” 

His story is familiar to many people in Walnut 
Creek, thanks to the Walnut Creek Library Foun-
dation’s selection of his best-selling memoir 
Yes, Chef as the city’s One City One Book title 
for 2015. Samuelsson brings readers into the 
fascinating world of professional cooking and 
fine dining, and shares his personal encoun-
ters with overcoming adversity, the immigrant 
experience, cross-cultural adoptions and race 
relations. The New York Times called Yes, 
Chef, “One of the great culinary stories of our 
time.” It was by far the most popular of Walnut 
Creek’s One City One Book selections.

Even better were the diverse, lively and well 
attended programs the Walnut Creek Library 
Foundation presented throughout last Fall to fo-
cus on the themes of the book. A writer shared 
her experiences with overcoming emotional 
hardships through cooking and eating at the 
Walnut Creek Library. Readers gathered at the 
Ygnacio Valley Library for a discussion of the 
book and a dessert potluck. And yes, we even 
brought in a professional butcher to show us 
how a whole steer is broken down into steaks, 
stew, ribs and hamburger.

The One City One Book experience was a 
microcosm of the extraordinary variety of 
activities to be found in our two Walnut Creek 
libraries, in addition to the fine collection of 
books, periodicals, DVDs and other materials. 
The stories in this report describe some, but by 
no means all, of the experiences available to 
the people who visit our libraries hundreds of 
thousands of times a year – an enticing menu 
of events and activities.

One City One Book                                                                                                            
An Enticing Menu of Events and Activities



The sign in big, colorful block letters in the 
newly renovated Play and Learn corner at the 
Ygnacio Valley Library reads, “There is no app 
to replace your lap.” And on most days, there 
are plenty of laps cradling kids who are being 
read to, played with or just cuddled by parents, 
older siblings, au pairs and friends.

The space has been opened up wide to accom-
modate more users on the big throw rug, new 
furniture and learning toys. Low book cases 
and boxes of toys designed to help build early 
literacy define the perimeter, easily accessible 
to toddlers. On a desk in one corner sits the 
most popular of all toys, a computer loaded 

with hundreds of 
kid-appropriate 
toys and games 
accessed by a 
brightly colored 
keyboard that 
clearly differenti-
ates it from a 
grown-up’s work 
station.

“If I was a book, I would   
 like to be a library book,   
 so I would be taken home   
 by all different sorts of kids.” 

 – Cornelia Funke

The new furniture and equipment were pur-
chased from funds from a Lesher Foundation 
grant secured by the Walnut Creek Library Foun-
dation, and from donations made by attendees 
at the Library Foundation’s Storybook Breakfast. 
They’re in use all week long, but especially 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 
when former Youth Services Librarian Carol 
Somerton organized four Storytimes for kids in 
three different age groups.

“Lapsit” is for babies under two, “Toddler  
Time” for kids up to three and a half, and   
“Preschool Storytime” for kids up to five.   
Carol designed the programs to address two 
goals: building readiness for school, and building 
a love for books. She says parents benefit from 
the experience as well, finding time to share 
information with each other about child-rearing 
and sometimes making lifelong friendships.

Parents can obtain schedules and other informa-
tion about Storytimes in a brochure available at 
the Ygnacio Valley branch and similar informa-
tion about the downtown library at that branch. 
But Carol suggests people come early for the 
popular events. “The parking lot fills up pretty 
quickly on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings,” she says.     

A Renovated Corner for Kids                                                                          
Storytime at Ygnacio Valley Library

 “There is 
 no app 
 to replace 
   your lap.”



Those kids manhandling snakes and other 
critters in the Walnut Creek Library’s Oak View 
Room one night in February weren’t an overflow 
crowd from the Lindsay Wildlife Experience. 
They were participating in Family STEM Night, 
a new hands-on, interactive program for kids 
and their parents that’s taking place monthly 
throughout 2016.

STEM, for those who still think of school as 
“Readin’ Writin’ and ‘Rithmatic,” stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, 
the core skills young people need to master in 
order to succeed as adults in the 21st century. 
Those who take a broader view of education 
add Art to the curriculum and make it STEAM. 
Either way, the schools are still playing catchup, 
so programs like Family STEM Night have an 
essential role to play in preparing young people 
for the future. In fact the Walnut Creek Libraries 

have adopted STEAM as a theme for 2016 and 
are building their Summer Reading Programs 
and other events around it.

But for former Youth Services Librarian Jeff 
Gibson, who designed Family STEM Night, it 
started because of too many people and too 
little space. His Pajama Math program had 
become so popular that it outgrew the room it 
was in, even though it was only attracting kids 
at the young end of the three to eleven-year-old 
age range he was offering it to. He needed a 
program that would appeal to older kids and 
also encourage active participation by their par-
ents. Math by itself wasn’t enough to keep ev-
eryone interested, even though he was having 
them build and fly straw rockets, and bringing 
in all sorts of games and puzzles, even adding 
a LEGO® Night. But adding science, technology 
and engineering to the mix vastly increased the 
possibilities, so Pajama Math quickly morphed 
first into Family STEM Night, then Family 
STEAM Night, adding Art to the curriculum. 
Jeff transferred to the Clayton Library earlier 
this year, so the Family STEAM programs are 
being led by the new Youth Services Librarian, 
Tom McGovern.

“If truth is beauty, how 
come no one has their hair 
done in the library?” 

– Lily Tomlin

Year of S-T-E-A-M                                                                                                 
Beyond “Readin,’ Writin’ and ‘Rithmatic”

You can pick up a brochure describing upcoming 
STEAM programs at the Walnut Creek Library.

Bubble Science

LEGO® Night



Adult Literacy
A Library for Grown Ups Who Can’t Read – Yet

“From grades 1-3 we learn        
 to read. Starting with grade 4,       
 we read to learn.” 

           Laura Seaholm asks an intriguing 
rhetorical question: “Why would people 
who can’t read want to hang out in the 
library?” Then she answers it herself: “For 
many of them, it’s a place where they feel 
they can be safe.”

And for some – high school graduates over 
age 16 who read English at a sixth-grade 
level or less – it’s a place where they can 
learn this vital skill.

Laura is executive director of Project Second 
Chance, the Contra Costa Library system’s adult 
literacy program. Currently in Walnut Creek, 37 
students are working with 24 tutors. They spend 
an hour and a half together two days a week, 
many of them in the library, others in coffee 
shops or other public gathering places of their 
choice. They “graduate” when they are reading 
at the sixth-grade level and able to improve 
their skills on their own. 

Just the fact that they’re in the program at all 
is a victory, in Laura’s view. “It’s hard for a lot of 
people to admit that they can’t read, much less 
take steps to learn,” she says. Many people 
adopt elaborate coping mechanisms, like sitting 
in the rear of restaurants so they can see what 
others are ordering. Laura talks of “Judy,” who 
read at the second-grade level and only signed 
up for Project Second Chance after retiring 
from a long career at Amtrack. “She had memo-
rized the entire schedule from the west coast to 
Chicago,” Laura recalled.

Most people who sign up for Project Second 
Chance speak English as a second language and 
didn’t have time to learn to read English as well 
as speak it before they finished high school. 

But about one-third are people with dyslexia or 
other conditions who just learn in other ways 
than the schools are prepared to teach. Some 
changed schools so often that they missed the 
window for basic reading instruction, which is 
narrower than people sometimes think. “From 
grades 1-3 we learn to read,” Laura says. 
“Starting with grade 4, we read to learn.”

Motivations for signing up for Project Second 
Chance vary, according to Laura. Some need to 
cope in a world of near universal literacy, or just 
avoid embarrassment. Others want to be able 
to read for learning or pleasure. Some want 
to be able to read to their kids and help them 
learn to read. Project Second Chance operates a 
book group for students who want to read and 
discuss books together. 

Then there’s Chi Won who recently finished the 
longest book she’s ever read in English with 
her tutor, Kathy Urban. The title? Yes, Chef by 
Marcus Samuelsson, Walnut Creek’s One City 
One Book selection for 2015.

You can check out 
Project Second Chance 
at http://cclib.org/psc 
or call (925) 927-3250.

s



There were three major waves of emigration 
from Russia in the 20th century: One after the 
1917 revolution, one after World War II and one 
in the 1970s and 80s, explains Anna Ryabkina, 
a board member of Friends of the Walnut Creek 
Library.  Anna arrived in the Bay Area twenty 
years ago during the third wave, when Jewish 
Family and Children’s Services of the East Bay 
helped hundreds of people fleeing the repres-
sive Russian Federation to resettle in Walnut 
Creek. “We wanted to preserve our culture 
and our language, and we wanted our 
children to grow up speaking Russian,” 
Ryabkina says.

So they advertised for book donations in the 
local newspapers and convinced the Walnut 
Creek Library to house them. Volunteers cata-
logued the books by hand, and the library held 
a grand opening of its 
Russian Collection. 
Then the library closed 
and was eventually  
demolished to make 
way for the new 
Walnut Creek Library 
with its expanded and 
modernized facilities 
and a larger collection.

Anna went to work once again, raising funds 
to purchase new books and seeking donations. 
Today, the library houses what she calls a 
“mini-library within the library” – an entire wall 
of books and DVDs with seven shelves housing 
Russian language titles in every genre: classic 
and modern novels, poetry, children’s books, 
science fiction, nonfiction – some originally 
written in Russian, some translated from other 
languages. Patrons can also order books from 
outside the collection through interlibrary loan. 
Anna says the Russian Collection is the highest 
circulating category in the library.

The local Russian community comprises people 
of numerous ethnic and national origins, 
including Russians, Jews, Estonians, Latvians 
and others, but all have the Russian language 
in common. They publish a Russian language 

newspaper, and they 
celebrate beloved Rus-
sian author Alexander 
Pushkin’s birthday every 
year and conduct other 
cultural programs at the 
library and elsewhere in 
the local community. 

“A library is not a luxury       
 but one of the necessities       
 of life.”                                      

 – Henry Ward Beecher

Moscow’s famous Café Pushkin is set in 
a reproduction of a 19th century library

Ethnic Community Resource
‘Library Within the Library’ Preserves Old Country Culture



“In my world there would be   
 as many public libraries as   
 there are Starbucks.” 

 – Henry Rollins

Business Connections                                                                             
What’s the Federal Reserve Bank doing at the Library?

In early February, when the Superbowl brought 
tens of thousands of visitors to San Francisco, 
many downtown offices encouraged their 
employees to work from home if they could, to 
make way for the crowds and ease the burden 
on transportation, parking and other vital 
services. 

The Federal Reserve Bank of 
San Francisco –or Fed– has its 
offices just a block away from 
the“Superbowl City” that oc-
cupied the Embarcadero, so Fed 
employees decided early on to 
work from home.

Home for some Fed executives 
is Walnut Creek, so they brought 
their laptops, cell phones and 
files home with them and set up 
shop here. But they still needed 
to hold in-person meetings, and 
that’s where the Walnut Creek 

Library had a role to play. In addition to the large 
Oak View room, which can be booked for mov-
ies, lectures, performances and other activities, 
the Las Trampas Room can accommodate 20 
around a conference table, and three smaller 
rooms: Blue Oak, Black Oak and Live Oak, en-
able groups of 4-5 to meet in private. 

All the rooms can be booked in advance, free of 
charge, except for the Oak View Room where 
the city charges a use fee. The Las Trampas 
Room is booked months in advance, but the 
smaller rooms can only be reserved a week 
ahead of time, so they’re a lot easier to get and 
are popular not just with business people, but 
also with students studying for a test or plan-
ning a class or extra-curricular project.

The Fed isn’t the only business organization that 
uses the Library’s meeting spaces. Recent book-
ings have been made by companies like Apple, 
Starbucks, Solar City, local banks, and a host 
of smaller firms. And many individuals use the 
library’s Business Center to find job opportuni-
ties, peruse business periodicals and access the 
library’s business database.

City National Bank meeting 
in the Las Trampas 

conference room

You can book the rooms online at 
www.ccclib.org. 

To book the Community Room 
at the Ygnacio Valley Library, 

call (925) 938-1481.



2015 statistics courtesy of Contra Costa Library

677,670 
BOOKS, CDs AND DVDs 
CHECKED OUT

105,792 

 COMPUTER SESSIONS 

2,415 

VISITS TO 
BAY AREA MUSEUMS USING THE 

LIBRARY’S DISCOVER & GO PROGRAM

597,027
VISITS TO THE LIBRARIES 

5,942 
NEW LIBRARY 

CARDS ISSUED

WALNUT CREEK LIBRARY FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carole Wynstra, President
Kathy Hicks, Vice President, Development

Peter Magnani, Vice President, Marketing/Communications
Greg Nerland, Secretary

Naomi Fukumori, Treasurer
James Moore, Past-President

R. Gordon Baker, Bob Brittain, Stan Buller, 
Karen Fay, Cynthia Jordan, Catherine Leutzinger, 
Beverly Loder, Kimberly Moore, Scott Peterson,  

Ward Pynn, Diane Crowley Young
Susan Moon, Executive Director

5,617 CONFERENCE AND 
STUDY ROOM BOOKINGS

2015 By the Numbers
Library Fast Facts

WIFI 
CONNECTIONS91,399

1,016
FREE PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN,   
TEENS AND ADULTS

Gala 
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Gala 
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Program 
& Collections

Program 
& Collections

AdministrativeAdministrative

FundraisingFundraising

Here’s Where Your 
Contributions Went In 2015



$5,000 & above
Ray Benton Family Fund
Broadway Plaza
Hall Equities Group
Dean & Margaret Lesher   
 Foundation
Mechanics Bank
Republic Services
Wells Fargo Foundation
William A. Kerr Foundation............................................
Daniel Cotton
Jerry & Kathy Hicks
Jim & Sharon Moore
Arthur Rangel & 
 Robin Kokemor Rangel
Sharon Simpson

$2,000 & above
Diablo Publications
F&M Bank
Mill Creek Residential
Minuteman Press Lafayette
Moore Dry Dock Foundation
PMB Helin Donovan
Safeway Foundation
Summerhill Homes............................................
Robert & Cindy Brittain
Howard & Susan Geifman
Mary Ann Hruska
Brian Krcelic & 
 Donna Robertson
David & Beverly Loder
Gregory & Lynn Nerland
Ruth Reeves
Duane Roemmich
Thomas & Cindy Silva
David & Carole Wynstra
Lance Young & 
 Diane Crowley Young

$1,000 & above
City National Bank
Contra Costa Times
Grace Street Catering
Fidelity Investments
Laconia Development LLC
Pulte Group
Rebenu
Regional Parking
Transwestern............................................
Ray & Kristin Abraham
Gordon & Cindy Baker
Devon Bell/Stella & Dot
Jacqueline Berry
Brian & Lyn Hirahara
Stan Buller & Virginia Wallace
Anne Cain
Rich & Suzan Carlston
Ron & Karen Cassano
Ed & Denise Del Beccaro
Phyllis Duggan
Stephen & Melanie Ellis
Ross & Karen Fay
Ken & Carol Fowler
Dan & Linda Guerra
Ralph & Loella Haskew
Julie Hullverson
Mark & Cynthia Jordan
Jim & Carol Kennedy
Bob & Judy Leet
Peter Magnani & Lisa Wrenn
Patricia McEveney
Lloyd Poche
Gary & Jean Pokorny
Ward & Cynthia Pynn
Richard & Rayna Ravitz
Edmund & Gwen Regalia
Dick & Marsha Servetnick
Bob & Michele Sheehan

Robert Simmons & 
 Judy Whelan
Caroline Sjostedt
Michael & Mercedes Stead
Michael & Peggy White
Malcolm & Jill Winspear

$500 & above
YMCA of the Central Bay Area............................................
Charlie & Janet Abrams
Kristin Anderson
Myra Belfiore
Glenn & Sheree Drummond
Susan Erickson
Gordon & Nancy Everett
Naomi Fukumori
John & Susana Gardner
Sandy & Terry Goss
Guy & Susan Henshaw
Ernie & Carole Leopold
John & Kathy McCorduck
Bruce Moen
Alex & Kimberly Moore
Ken & Shawna Nordhoff
Gerg & Jennifer Orr
Michael & Carolyn Ricinak
Keith Schiller
Margaret Smith
Gary & Jana Stein
Blair & Sherryl Steintjes

$200 & above
John Cumbelich & Associates
Diablo Valley Democratic Club
Friends of the 
 Walnut Creek Library............................................
Barbara Adams
Beverly Anderson
Ed & Linda Best

Ted & Betsy Biern
Edward & Patricia Brands
Mark & Maria Brown
Christopher & Pamela Cain
Harvey & Phyllis Ceaser
Lisa Cline
John Dewes
Tracy Dietlein
Tom & Nancy Donahoe
Benjamin Drew & Erin Roeder
Charles & Mary Ellis
Barry & Nikita Gordon
Reijer & Barbara Groenveld
George Gutierrez & 
 Laura Thompson
Mark D. Hall
Bill & Luisa Hansen
Richard & Barbara Hastings
Susan Hildreth
James & Lisa House
Paul & Shirley Kadden
Jerrold & Susan Kaplan
Lorena Kolstad
Ryan & Cheryl Kosakura
Mike & Melanie Kress
Janet Leask
John & Loraine McDonald
Ashley Melo
Joyce Munson
Meghan Murray
Mary Parish
Scott & Stephanie Peterson
Diana Sanderson-Mori
David Sklar & Susan Acevedo
Larry & Diane Stangel
Richard & Jennifer Tong
Glen & Jill Walson
Joseph & Jan Warren
Wilson & Julie Wendt
Virginia Williamson

$100-$199
Dudum Real Estate Group............................................
Thomas & Annette Alborg
Frank Albrecht & 
 Hilary Friedman
Timothy & Petra Argenti
David Barnard
Barry Brian
Eric Brink
Gerry Bryant
Robert & Catherine Butler
Michael Butler
Glen & Dianne Colville
Doug & Amy Cook
Janice Costella
Kevin & Sharon Courtney
John & Glynnis Cowdery
Charles & Cynthia Crow
Lisa Damman
Peggy Dempsey
Stephen & Carmen Deness
Leo & Gayle Dominguez
James Drommond
Steven & Paula Evangelou
Jack & Anne Fallin
Gordon & Susan Freeman
John & Jean Geyer
Amanda Halperin
Bill & Ruth Harlan
Simon & Kim Harris
Peter Herb
Ronald & Catherine 
 Hermanson
Bill & Pam Herrera
Patricia Hoedt
Mary M. Hook
Ed & Christine Horley
Terence Howzell
John & Diane Kopchik
Yvonne LaLanne

Leah Lin
Kent & Kristin Lincoln
Shirley Maccabee
Mohan Mani
Stuart & Julie McAfee
Lowman & Susan McCarley
Elizabeth McLean
Alvin & Deborah Medvin
Lynn Meisch
Stephen Mitchell
Charles & Lois Mitchell
Darrell Murray & 
 Leah Eskenazi
Sharon Noteboom
John & Kathleen Odne
Michael Palucki & 
 Margaret Salazar
Michael & Rona Pehrson
Judith Platt
Joyce Pollack
Phil Prasek
Vinita Ramsay
Jeanne Rasmussen
Nicholas & Lillian Remer
Dennis & Renee Ross
Roy Sass
Nancy Scott
Evalyn F. Segal
Farhad & Nancy Shafa
Nan Siegel
Bruce & Janice Smith
Bruce & Ellen Smith
William & Donna Snyder
Patricia Stull
Robert Taines
David & Arlene Terris
Joseph Thomas
Bill & Betty Todd
Mark Vinzent
Geraldine & Carl Weinberg
Jan Wesdorf



Matching
Thank you to the following 
companies who generously 
match their employee’s gifts

Bank of America
Chevron
IBM
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Wells Fargo
............................................
Tributes
In Memory Gifts

Karen Abu-Hamdeh
Louis Mitchell Geller
Peg Kovar
Brian Ott
Barclay Simpson
Don V. Stull
Beatrice Taines

Up to $99
Sweet Life Specialty Foods
Walnut Creek Downtown............................................
Fay Block
Fred & Phyllis Bolton
Ann Bornfleth
Marilyn Bressler
Ronald & Barbara Buffi
Thomas & Patti Burch
William Callahan & 
 Diana Doughtie
Ellen Castleman
Jeannine Chang
Depew M. & Sandra Chauncey
Carol Clark
Michael & Mary Connolly
Kevin & Kathleen Coppersmith
Edward Croft & Melanie Wendell
Dick & Joyce Daniel
Mike & Linda Delehunt
Peter Denes & 
 Cynthia Taylor-Denes
William Egli
Franklin & Meriel Ennik
John & Barbara Erickson
Jane Louise Erwin
Gary Farber & Illana Weisman
John & Mary Ann Ferrera
Helen Field
Herbert & Mary Franklin
Herman & Gloria Geller
Gary Ginder
Julia Golding
Carolee Grove
Rachel Hall
David & Mary Haumesser
Melissa Heinrich
Albert & Margaret Hudock
Steve & Linda Jacobs
Jane James
Shirley Kalgaard

Marvin Kaplan
Maya Kennedy
Elizabeth King-Sloan
Fred Kovar
Robert & Lynne Leach
John & Aiko Lee
Daryl & Mary Lembke
Bob & Sita Likuski
William Mason
Dennis & Ann Merideth
John Miser
Gregory Moore
Gerhard & Mary Muerle
Penny Musante
Kristina Nixon
Helen Owsley
Harry & Jeanne Parham
Teresa Pricco
Ken & Claire Rice
Morris & Marjorie Richman
Carolyn Roth
Steve Schadendorf & 
 Atefeh Hosseini
EE Schultz & Sharon Enright
Meg Shiffer
Belinda Smith
Joel Sokolsky & 
 Michelle Gerson
Michael & Jeannine Stein
Kent Steinwert
Beth Swift
Cevina Targum
Jennifer Terukina
Susan Thwaits
Erik & Catherine Udd
Hollace Ungerleider
Frank & Edith Valle-Riestra
Keith Wallace
Dave & Marcie Wissinger
Tracy Wonnell

It’s been said that libraries are a community’s 
living room, and that is certainly the case for our 
Walnut Creek libraries, as you can see from the 
stories in this Annual Report. But libraries are also 
communities unto themselves, and donors are the 
life blood of that community. Some of us contribute 
our time as volunteers, some contribute the funds 
we need to keep our libraries open and alive with 
materials and programs. Many of us contribute 
both time and money.

As you can see from the list to the left, our        
community of library supporters is large. Our 
collective impact on our libraries is huge, and 
we could make an even bigger difference if our 
numbers were larger still. So if you are a donor 
already, thank you for your generosity and please 
stay with us and encourage your friends to join 
you. If you’re considering becoming a donor for 
the first time, welcome to our community.

“A library outranks any other    
 one thing a community can do to  
 benefit its people. It is a never   
 failing spring in the desert.” 

 – Andrew Carnegie

Join Our Community                                                                                        
Where Would We Be Without You?



NAME(S) 

ADDRESS

CITY    STATE  ZIP

EMAIL

AREA CODE / PHONE

Enclosed is my gift of: o $50 o $100 o $250 o $500     
	 	 o	$1,000 (Literary Circle)     o Other ___________

o		Check enclosed payable to WCLF 
o		Please charge my:   Visa  /  MC  /  Amex  /  Discover Card   (Circle One)

CARD NUMBER   CVC EXP. DATE

My gift is:    o in memory of     o in honor of  

Please send the acknowledgement of my gift to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY    STATE  ZIP

You can also donate online at www.WCLibrary.org

o	 I would like to double the value of my gift through my employer’s
 matching gift program.  (Please enclose matching gift form)

 o		Please send information on including WCLF in my will or trust.       

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization registered with the IRS.   
Tax ID # 94-3312473 



W
alnut Creek Library Foundation

P.O
. Box 4979   

W
alnut Creek, CA

 94596

Supported more than 1,000 library programs at 
the Walnut Creek and Ygnacio Valley libraries.

Fully funded the Children’s Summer Reading
Program at both libraries.

Maintained 60% of the Periodical Collection 
at both libraries.

Refurnished and decorated the Ygnacio Valley 
Library Children’s Area.

Provided materials for Children’s, Teens, 
Insiders Programs, and Makerspaces.

Renewed the Foundation Center database 
allowing non-profits to research for free

Some of the Ways You Helped 
Your Libraries in 2015
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