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2 Executive Director,  
Walnut Creek Library Foundation

Surveys tend to show that most people who visit 

libraries go there to borrow books. But increasingly, 

people are looking to libraries for a host of other 

uses as well. These include studying, doing research 

or just reading books, magazines and newspapers, 

using the computers, taking advantage of the many 

cultural educational and recreational programs for 

young children, teens and adults, holding meetings, 

and just  chilling.

So, in keeping with the theme of this annual report, 

we’re curious about what you use the library for.

We invite you to take the informal survey on our 

website www.wclibrary.org. Click on the “We’re 

Just Curious” button and check off all the reasons 

you use our Walnut Creek libraries. There’s even a 

place where you can tell us things we don’t offer 

that you’d like to see at your library.

We say we’re just curious because that’s a catchy 

phrase. But it’s actually more than that. We want to 

know how you use the libraries and how you would 

like to use it in order to understand how we might 

be able to improve our support for these  

great institutions.

The fact is, very little would be happening at our 

libraries without the generous donations that 

individuals, businesses and foundations make to the 

Walnut Creek Library Foundation. 

Local government pays the costs for our wonderful 

library staff and for the physical plant itself. They 

keep the lights on, the computers running, the 

floors swept, the shelves filled with books, DVDs 

and other materials that patrons can check out. But 

everything that makes our libraries really special is 

paid for by your generous contributions.

Without this community support, our Walnut Creek 

and Ygnacio Valley libraries would be little more 

than beautiful buildings filled with books, and 

librarians with hardly anything to do.

But thanks to the generosity of our donors, our 

libraries continue to be vibrant and vital community 

spaces for your imagination to run free, your ideas 

and aspirations to take shape, and your spirits to 

soar. So we hope some of the stories in this Annual 

Report spark your curiosity. And please go online 

and take the survey to help us satisfy our curiosity. 

Let us know what’s working for you at the library 

and what else you might like to see. 

We’re Just Curious

President,  
Walnut Creek Library Foundation
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These are a few of the more than 100 

answers library users wrote on little 

heart-shaped cards last Valentine’s Day 

when we asked them to “Tell us what 

you love about your library.”

We posted the blank cards at both 

the Ygnacio Valley and Walnut Creek 

libraries. Responses, from both children 

and adults, were wide-ranging, reflecting 

the many things people look for in their 

libraries. Not surprisingly, books got 

the biggest share of praise. But many 

library users cited other benefits like 

programs and activities, the availability 

of computers and DVDs. And many 

said they regard the library as an oasis: 

a place of refuge from the stresses and 

strains of the day.

Some people, in the true spirit of 

Valentine’s Day, echoed the sentiment 

expressed by young Amy, who 

concluded her note by saying  

“I love my librarians too!” 

Valentines for Our Libraries

“It’s a calm and awesome place.”

“It’s a happy place where we always find something wonderful to read.”
“It invites us all into the wide world of knowledge, joy and love.”

“I like the solitude. It is so inviting. I can sit here for hours.”

Executive Director,  
Walnut Creek Library Foundation

Expressions of heartfelt love for our libraries
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The Walnut Creek Library Foundation 

took 17 prominent local authors, 90 

business sponsors and auction donors, 

25 individual sponsors and more than 

200 guests “Out of This World” one 

Saturday night in April last year. It 

was our 8th annual Authors Gala: a 

memorable evening when the city’s 

business, civic and cultural leaders 

mingle with library lovers to enjoy 

great food and wine, talk with a diverse 

group of published authors, and 

support the city’s two libraries.

Guests stepped into the lobby of the 

Walnut Creek Library to find a huge 

rocket ship as well as lighting and 

décor that evoked the evening’s outer 

space theme. They enjoyed cocktails 

and hors d’oeuvres, met the featured 

authors and bid on a spectacular array 

of auction items at the ground-floor 

Lift-off Bash. Lucky raffle winners took 

home a basketball autographed by 

Stephen Curry and court-side seats to 

a Golden State Warriors home game.

Guests were then escorted to the 

Library’s second floor where authors 

joined their tables for a catered dinner 

at what, for one special night, was 

transformed into the finest restaurant 

in Walnut Creek. “This is truly one 

of the best parties of the year in our 

city,” said Gala co-chair Cindy Jordan. 

“Anybody and everybody comes to 

the Gala, and the support we get from 

prominent individuals and members of 

the business community make it a very 

special event and enable us to raise 

the funds we need to pay for programs 

and activities at both our libraries 

throughout the year.” 

4
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One of WCLF’s most popular 

activities each year is One 

City, One Book where 

residents come together 

over the experience of 

reading one book and 

attending related programs. In 2017, for 

the first time, we asked the community 

to choose the book. 

Voters chose Hidden Figures by Margot 

Lee Shetterly: a gripping account 

of a group of African-American 

mathematicians who helped the Allies 

win World War II and went on to help 

NASA put astronauts into space. The 

choice gave us an opportunity to bring 

in speakers to discuss the crucial role 

of women during World War II and the 

significant contributions of African-

American men and women in the Bay 

Area’s high tech industry. 

Most exciting by far though was the 

Family Rocket Launch program where 

kids were able to build and decorate 

model rockets, then watch as they 

launched into the sky. The youngsters 

had a great time, prompting one little 

girl to exclaim, “Wow! Everything 

is WOW at the library.” Even more 

surprising was how much fun the 

grownups had—both parents and  

library staff. Several have requested a 

repeat event.

We were also proud to present eight 

diverse Live! from the Library programs 

in 2017 ranging from a musical 

presentation by the American Baroque 

Orchestra and a preview of a new 

work commissioned by the California 

Symphony and premiered at the Lesher 

Center, to discussions with authors C. 

W. Gortner and Kevin Smokler. Live! 

also examined crucial moments of the 

historic Lewis & Clark Expedition and 

held a lively discussion about the works 

and life of Jane Austen celebrating the 

200th anniversary of her death. 

If you are curious about what interesting 

topic is coming next at our libraries, visit 

our website www.wclibrary.org any time.

Inspiration, Learning and Fun

Captivated by the paper rocket launches

NPS Deputy Superintendent Sue Fritzke 
spoke about “Women on the Home Front”
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If you are ever curious about the 

beginnings and the progression of our 

modern day Walnut Creek, there is a 

wonderful source of information— 

Gwen Regalia. This former school board 

and City Council member and Mayor has 

been involved and at the center of the 

action in our area for over 50 years. And 

her recall is amazing.

Gwen and her husband Ed moved to 

Walnut Creek in 1958; she was teaching 

4th grade at the time but soon after 

began raising a family that would include 

three sons and one daughter and 

eventually eight grandchildren. Ed was 

also a founding member of the Walnut 

Creek Library Foundation.

When recently asked about their long-

standing commitment to our libraries, 

Gwen surprised us by starting with a 

history lesson about our community. 

For instance, did you know that Contra 

Costa was one of the original 27 counties 

when California became a state in 

1850? In those early years of statehood, 

the Walnut Creek Women’s Club did 

everything—PTA, Boosters organizations, 

and operated a library of sorts. Around 

1900 the Women’s Club completed the 

application and won a Carnegie Grant 

to help build our first public library. Then 

they went on to raise funds to complete 

the property purchase where that library 

would be built.

In the 1950s the city bought property 

for a “new” library which opened in 

1961. Civic Park would come later. At 

that time, there were 10,000 people in 

Walnut Creek. The current city population 

is over 70,000 and that doesn’t count 

neighboring communities who make 

regular use of Walnut Creek facilities and 

infrastructure. 

The 1961 library was built using concrete 

pull-up construction (think barn raising) 

and by the end of the 20th Century was 

Community Commitment  
to our Libraries

“You can tell a lot 
about a city by 

looking at its library.” 
Prospective Walnut Creek resident, taking 
pictures of the downtown Library to send 
his wife.

Gwen and Ed Regalia
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out of space and out of date in more 

ways than one. If a new volume was 

purchased, another would literally have to 

be removed from the facility. There was 

nowhere to put it. Nothing about it was 

ADA compliant and because of the way it 

was built, expansion was out of  

the question. 

From their own experience and utilizing 

a thorough community study, the City 

Council knew a new library was way ‘past 

due’ and told the City Manager, “Find the 

money.” Of course, with many viewpoints 

involved and a political process to be 

honored, it wasn’t nearly that simple but 

eventually a consensus was reached and 

the dollar search began.

WCLF played a significant part in 

raising the money to build our new 

downtown library, pledging $5M from our 

constituency to make sure it happened. 

Gwen and Ed were a significant part of 

that donor group. But after much labor 

helping the city to decide to build a new 

library, it was, as Gwen told Ed, “time to 

put our money where our mouth is.”

After so many years of hard work and true 

dedication to a community they loved, 

how could they not? As Gwen observed, 

“a library is just too important to any 

civilization” to not enjoy the support 

of those who belong to that society. 

Obviously, the Walnut Creek Library 

Foundation agrees.

Walnut Creek Library groundbreaking on May 25, 2008 Southeast view of the library construction in July 2009
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UPGRADES
AHEAD

What’s Up at Ygnacio Valley Library?

AWE stations inspire learning for ages 2–8

“Bubble Guy” performs at Ygnacio Valley Library

Walnut Creek is fortunate to have two 

public libraries, one downtown adjacent 

to Civic Park, the other on Oak Grove 

Road off Ygnacio Valley in the city’s 

burgeoning north side. WCLF is making 

significant impacts at both. In a recent 

conversation with Michael Beller, first 

branch librarian dedicated solely to the 

Ygnacio Valley library, he highlighted the 

work WCLF is doing to help upgrade “YV” 

library and create excitement with both 

patrons and staff.

He cited a recent program with 

the “Bubble Guy” who uses playful 

techniques to introduce kids to the 

wonders of science. The program had 

“spill-over attendance” of children and 

parents who were just as excited as their 

kids. The Bubble Guy even put Michael 

completely inside a bubble where he 

“felt he was looking looking at the world 

through a glass rainbow.”

WCLF support has also enabled “YV” to 

add two AWE Stations—early literacy 

computers designed to inspire an 

enthusiasm for learning. They are 

targeted to ages 2-8 and feature fun, 

interactive and engaging content with 

over 4,000 localized learning activities. 

In addition, three height-adjustable 

desks have been installed through 

WCLF support. These sleek and modern 

devices easily adjust for patrons who 

use wheelchairs or who prefer or need 

to stand while they work, as well as all 

elevations in between.

Michael says he has additional plans 

for upgrading and modernizing YV 

and welcomes the 

Foundation’s 

continuing 

support.
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100%
OF WCLF FUNDING 
COMES FROM YOU

Programs
63%

Fundraising
13%

Administration 
6%

Gala 
Expenses

18%

LIBRARY  
FAST FACTS

2017 BY THE NUMBERS

COMPUTER SESSIONS

BOOKS, CDs AND DVDs 

CHECKED OUT

CONFERENCE AND STUDY  
ROOM BOOKINGS

FREE PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND ADULTS

VISITS TO BAY AREA MUSEUMS 
USING THE LIBRARY’S  
DISCOVER & GO PROGRAM

VISITS TO THE 
LIBRARIES

108,059
WIFI CONNECTIONS

898

653,098

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Peter Magnani, President
James R. Moore, Vice President, Advocacy
Kathy Hicks, Vice President, Development
Karen Fay, Vice President, Marketing
Carole Wynstra, President Emeritus
Greg Nerland, Secretary
Naomi Fukumori, Treasurer
Allison Aguilar, R. Gordon Baker, Bob Brittain, 
Mark Brown, Stan Buller, Cynthia Jordan, 
Catherine Leutzinger, Beverly Loder, Kimberly 
Moore, Scott Peterson, Kathleen Odne, Ward 
Pynn, Richard Tong, Diane Crowley Young

85,884

3,087

2,000 NEW LIBRARY  

CARDS ISSUED

565,832

1,321

Don’t forget to complete 

our survey on our website 

or at our libraries!
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$5000 & Above
Blake Griggs Properties 
Diablo Publications
Lesher Foundation
Mechanics Bank 
Republic Services
Rudney Associates
Wells Fargo Foundation
William A. Kerr 

Foundation

Cindy & Bob Brittain 
Kathy & Jerry Hicks 
Lyn & Brian Hirahara
Mary Ann Hruska 
Renee & Rob Little 
Sharon & James Moore 
Robin Kokemor Rangel  

& Arthur Rangel
Sharon Simpson

$2,000-$4,999
Ray Benton Family Fund
Friends of the Walnut 

Creek Library 
Hall Equities Group
Miller Starr Regalia 
Minuteman Press 

Lafayette
Moore Dry Dock 

Foundation 
Mt. Diablo Resource 

Recovery 

Presidio Bank 
Safeway Foundation 
Walnut Creek Marriott 

Denise & Ed Del Beccaro 
Melanie & Stephen Ellis 
Cynthia & Mark Jordan
Lynn & Gregory Nerland
Carolyn & 

Michael Ricinak 
Cindy & Thomas Silva
Lisa Wrenn &  

Peter Magnani 
Diane Crowley Young  

& Lance Young

$1,000-$1,999
Colliers International
F&M Bank 
Laconia Development 

LLC
Mill Creek Residential
ParkSmart, Inc. 
PG&E 
The Princeton Review 
Scott Valley Bank 

Kristin & Ray Abraham 
Allison & Rod Aguilar 
Cynthia & Gordon Baker   
Suzan & Rich Carlston 
Karen & Ronald Cassano 
Karen & Ross Fay 
Carol & Ken Fowler 

Susan & 
Howard Geifman 

Loella & Ralph Haskew 
Natalie Inouye 
Carol & James Kennedy 
Robert M. Likes 
Beverly & David Loder 
Patricia McEveney
Beverly & Gary Miles 
Kimberly & Alex Moore 
Carol & Gary Parkhurst 
Lloyd Poche 
Jean & Gary Pokorny 
Cynthia & Ward Pynn 
Rayna & Richard Ravitz 
Gwen & Edmund Regalia 
Sally & Gregory Rhodes 
Donna Robertson  

& Brian Krcelic  
Marsha & Dick Servetnick 
Mercedes & 

Michael Stead
Virginia Wallace  

& Stanley Buller
Denise & Michael Weiner
Judy Whelan  

& Robert Simmons 
Peggy & Michael White
Jill & Kevin Wilk 
Carole & David Wynstra

$500-$999
Kendra Scott LLC 
Whole Foods Market 
YMCA of the Central 

Bay Area

Sarah & Scott Cler 
Laura & Barry Denenberg 
Patricia & 

Joseph Doherty 
Naomi Fukumori 
Susana & John Gardner 
Lawrence E. Gerber 
Nikita & Barry Gordon 
Terry & Sandy Goss 
Mary & John Hanlon 
Susan & Guy Henshaw
Kristin Hicks  

& Blair Stientjes 
Richard Hoedt 
Marilyn & Luman Hughes 
Susan & Jerrold Kaplan 
Cheryl & Ryan Kosakura 
Melanie & Michael Kress 
Renee Kullick 
Sharon & 

James Lawrence 
Carole & Ernest Leopold 
Lisa Mansfield 
Steven Mattas 
Kathy & 

John McCorduck 
Faye & Geoff Mettler 

Bruce Moen 
Kathleen & John Odne 
Kathy Ott 
Olga Rotermund 
Michele &  

Robert Sheehan 
Jana & Gary Stein

$200-$499
California Pizza Kitchen
Urban Sunshine 14, Inc./

Jack’s Urban Eats

Susan Acevedo  
& David Sklar

Linda & Ed Best 
Carolyn & Richard Brear 
Mary & Peter Brooks 
Sarah & Rauly Butler 
Pamela & 

Christopher Cain 
Virginia & Ken Calvert 
Rosalind & C.K. Chow 
Peggy Dempsey 
Suzanne Driver 
Mary & Charles Ellis 
Justine & Charlie Faisst 
Barbara & 

Reijer Groenveld 
Meagan & 

Matt Henderson 
Christine & Ed Horley 
Lisa & James House 

Joyce Jordan 
Shirley & Paul Kadden 
Brandi & Gary Klintworth 
Pramita Kuruvilla 
Janet Leask 
Catherine & 

David Leutzinger 
M.J. & James Marggraff  
William X. Minor 
Susan & John Moon 
Sharon Noteboom 
Mary-Jo & Robert Noth
Sharlene Pereira  

& Bill McKalip 
Stephanie &  

Scott Peterson 
Diana Sanderson-Mori 
Jill Scola 
Kay Simon 
Margaret Smith 
Nancy & 

Bernard Speckman 
Diane & Larry Stangel 
Anne Marie & Tom Taylor
Betty & Bill Todd 
Edith &  

Frank Valle-Riestra
Melina & Greg Volm 
Bonnie Waters &  

Dennis Winslow
Lisa Wenger 
Virginia Williamson 
Lisa & Tim Zuffi

     Thank you, 2017 donors!
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$100-$199
Annette &  

Thomas Alborg 
Joan Anderson 
Timothy & Petra Argenti 
Margery Bernstein 
Stefani Bittner 
Marilyn & Dick Bressler 
Katrina & 

Alexey Bulankov 
Catherine & 

Robert Butler
Lisa Cline & 

Jon Maienschein   
Dianne & Glen Colville 
Glynnis & John Cowdery 
Michael Dea 
Carmen & 

Stephen Deness 
June Derne 
John Dewes 
David Epley 
Anne & Jack Fallin 
Susan & 

Gordon Freeman 
Anna & Paul Freitas 
Gloria & Herman Geller 
Susie & Charles Hanson
Peter Herb 
Catherine & 

Ronald Hermanson 
Margaret & Al Hudock 
June Hunz 

D’Arcy & Steven James 
Anne & Steven Jones 
Linda & John Judd 
Desare & Tony Kallingal
Kathleen Kingsley  

& Scott Clark 
Arthur Knapp 
Diane & John Kopchik 
Roswitha & Carl Kress 
Yvonne LaLanne 
Aiko & John Lee 
Edward Low   
Susan Gray Mason 
Deborah & Alvin Medvin 
Linda & Steve Mehlman 
Lois & Charles Mitchell 
Nancy & John Pearl 
Judith Platt 
Phil Prasek 
Arline & Hans Reimann
Erin Roeder & Ben Drew 
Roy Sass 
Nancy Scott 
Nancy Siegel 
Ellen Smith 
Janice & Bruce Smith 
Donna & William Snyder 
Onita Spake 
Lorena & Daniel Stern 
Sherryl & Jay Stientjes 
Arlene & David Terris 
Jennifer Terukina 

Laura Thompson & 
George Gutierrez

Susan Thwaits
Alison Tucker  

& Joseph DiBernardo 
Catherine & Erik Udd 
Keith Wallace 
Jill & Glen Walson 
Geraldine & 

Carl Weinberg 
Mona & Robert Whitley 
Barbara & 

James Wolpman 
Megan & Brian Zeitler

Up to $99
Uncle Jer’s Cookies, Inc. 

Mary & James Benedict 
Helen & Jorge Bernett 
Fay Block 
Ann Bornfleth 
Theresa & Marc Bouret 
Ellen Castleman 
Janice Cattolica 
Alfred Cooper 
Kathleen & 

Kevin Coppersmith 
Susan & Charles Couch 
Joyce & Richard Daniel 
Nel & Henry De Wit 
Diana Doughtie  

& Bill Callahan

Peter & Maria Dudley 
Joan & Frank Duran Jr. 
Meriel & Franklin Ennik 
Barbara & John Erickson 
Jane Louise Erwin 
Hazel Eshleman
Mary Ann & John Ferrera 
Mary Franklin 
Jyoti & Sheetal Gandhi
Michelle Gerson  

& Joel Sokolsky 
Roberta Greer 
Carolee Grove 
Carol Haig 
Susan & Tim Hamill 
Jean & Harold Harwood 
Mary Haumesser 
Judith & 

Bradford Heckman 
Pamela & 

William Herrera 
Jane James 
Arlene & Marvin Kaplan 
Birdene Keddington 
Maya Kennedy 
Elizabeth S. King-Sloan 
Lisa Leff 
Sita & Bob Likuski 
Deborah Long 
Shirlee Loret  
William Mason
Alison McKee   

Mary & Gerhard Muerle 
Helen E. Newman
Cynthia O’Brien  

& John Miser 
Barbara Phillips 
Joyce Pollack 
Julie & Jeff Rattaro 
Lana & William Rocha 
Alice Schofield 
Christine & Fred Seely 
Carolyn & Nasser Shirazi 
Elizabeth & 

Mathew Smith  
Matthew Sullivan 
Cevina Targum 
Cynthia Taylor-Denes  

& Peter Denes
Hollace & Ed Ungerleider 
Jan & Joseph Warren 
Courtney & 

Dan Wasserman
Illana Weisman  

& Gary Farber
Melanie Wendell  

& Edward Croft 
Joyce & Russ Willson 
Tracy Wonnell

Matching
Thank you to the 
following companies 
who generously match 
their employees’ gifts

Bank of the West
Clif Bar & Company
Chevron
IBM
MUFG Union Bank 
Pacific Gas & Electric 

Company
Salesforce.com 

Foundation 
Wells Fargo

Tributes
In Memory Gifts
Hy Geller
Bonnie J. Moen
Isaiah Moon
John Ott

 Our work is possible because of you.

Leave a lasting legacy to the WCLF by 
remembering us in your estate plans. 
For more information, please contact Exec. 
Director Susan Moon at (925) 935-5395



NAME

ADDRESS

CITY    STATE ZIP 

EMAIL

AREA CODE/PHONE

Enclosed is my gift of:     $50     $100     $500

            $1,000 (Literary Circle)   Other______

 Check enclosed payable to WCLF

 Please charge my    Visa     MC     Amex     Discover

      CARD NUMBER      CVC                EXP. DATE

My gift is     in memory of     in honor of

Please send the acknowledgement of my gift to:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY    STATE ZIP

 I would like to double the value of my gift through my               
    employer’s matching program. (Please enclose matching gift form)

 Please send information on including WCLF in my will or trust.

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization registered with the IRS. Tax ID #94-3312473

DONATE TODAY 
Donate online at www.WCLibrary.org

TH
AN

K 
YO

U!
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Business & Career 
Programs 

Early Literacy 
Programs 

Summer Reading 
Program  

Adult Library 
Programs 

Live! From the 
Library  

One City One Book 

Teen Programs 

3D Makerspace 
Programs 

Library Furniture 

Periodicals & 
Collections 

Movie License 

Foundation Center  

Children’s Program 
Supplies 

Insider Programs

Your 2017  
Contributions Supported:

Complete our “We’re Just Curious” 

Survey online at www.wclibrary.org 

or a paper survey at our two libraries. 

We want to hear from you. Thank you!

DON’T 
FORGET

Business & Career 
Programs 

Early Literacy 
Programs 

Summer Reading 
Program  

Adult Library 
Programs 

Live! From the 
Library  

One City One Book 

Teen Programs 

3D Makerspace 
Programs 

Library Furniture 

Periodicals & 
Collections 

Movie License 

Foundation Center  

Children’s Program 
Supplies 

Insider Programs
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